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Under contemporary digital conditions, it is cur-
rently completely unclear what the term “photog-
raphy” (in artistic as well as general usage) really
means, or how this field should be meaningfully de-
fined.

In darktaxa-project: the Frankfurt-constellation,
this question is vehemently raised with regard to
the new digital possibilities and applications. In a
kind of open experimental dialogue, the exhibition
brings together works by artists involved in digital
photography, CGI, photogrammetry, scanography,
augmented reality, computer graphics, motion cap-
ture, 3D / 4D software, Al, GANs, 3D scanning, etc.
and any conceivable hybrid of these tools. Signifi-
cantly, most of these new technological applica-
tions adopt visualization methods based on “photo-
graphic” principles. This means that the works
shown are each inscribed, in varying degrees, with
“photographic aspects”, whereby the traditional
photographic seeing-models are partly adopted,
partly developed, changed, hacked, glitched, simu-
lated or completely abandoned.
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Banz & Bowinkel, Bodypainting V16
Augmented CGI, Fine Art Print, “Banz & Bowinkel AR” for iOS

& Android, 200x150cm, 2019
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Alex Grein, Rolling (Pictures on a Screen)
Inkjet-Print, 101x74cm, 2019
Courtesy Gisela Clement, Bonn
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As a counterpoint to the above, works are also
shown that have not been created directly with the
new tools, but that refer to these principles in vari-
ous ways.

A main focus of the exhibition is on “new images”,
discoveries and inventions - the “not yet seen” and
the future-orientated generative potential of digital
working methods - and less on the depiction of ex-
isting facts, the use of existing imagery and appro-
priation or of retrospective photo-historical refer-
ences, etc. In the last few years completely new, in-
dependent image worlds and ways of working have
developed that address the realm of the digital, the
virtual, the tendentially intangible.

This exhibition tries to follow the latest develop-
ments, with the works shown undermining any
clear reading or media attribution. This is a positive
development, which implies an appropriation of
these new tools under the term “photography” be-
cause, unlike photography, the new ways of work-
ing do not depend on the visibility and physical ex-
istence of the depicted. Rather, in the works shown,
the relationship between presence and absence; real
existence to representation and simulation, “reality”
to fiction plays a crucial role. (Are the pictorial ob-
jects actually present, or are they fictions, simula-
tions, renderings? Do the presented spaces follow
photographic, familiar central-perspective-laws or
are these spaces calculated, digitally transformed?
Do ,traditional-photographic® characteristics such
as realism, indexicality, representational or docu-
mentary and evidential aspects play a role under
current digital conditions? etc.).

The concept “image” is of particular importance
here. Most of the works shown initially undergo sev-
eral transformations, i.e. both material and immate-
rial stages. At the end of the respective production
processes, however, a decision for a physically exist-
ent “image-object” with body, mass and volume in
the real (exhibition) space, as the final manifesta-
tion of the work stands with all involved artists.
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Susan Morris, Motion Capture Drawing (ERSD): View From
Above, Archival Inkjet Print on Hahnemdiihle paper,
150x250cm, 2012, Courtesy Bartha Contemporary, London
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Beate Giitschow, HC#7, C-print, 80x64cm, 2019
Courtesy Barbara Gross Galerie, Miinchen, Produzentengalerie
Hamburg, Sonnabend Gallery, New York, © Beate Giitschow,
VG Bild-Kunst, Bonn 2019

Raphael Brunk, Capture 75011.12_23
C-Print, Diasec, 96x160cm, 2016
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Thus the “image” is addressed as a substantial, fac-
tual and material phenomenon; the digitally viru-
lent theme of dissolution and immersion is con-
fronted with a counter-concept, a clear decision for
the real, experiential, space. In the triangle of reality
- virtuality - digitality, the question is asked to what
extent does the “photographic” function as a norma-
tive force, not only for the new ways of working and
the digital tools, but in a wider context, i.e. for our
entire perception; for our understanding of reality
under digital conditions.

darktaxa-project: the Frankfurt-constellation
tries to investigate the superimposition, merging
and potential dissolution of media categories, and
the resulting new possibilities in the context of the
digital realm. The question is whether “photog-
raphy” and its models of understanding can con-
tinue in parts, or (and this is possible) whether we
can depart from these models completely, to, in the
longer term constitute new, digitally based models
of understanding and seeing.

Michael Reisch, August 2019

darktaxa project: exhibition history

Gallery

Michael Reisch, Ohne Titel, 17/001
Digital C-Print, Kodak Endura glossy, mounted and
framed, 50x40cm, 2016

2022 group show based on darktaxa-project, co-curated by Michael Reisch, Kunstmuseum Bonn,

Germany (upcoming)

2020 the Berlin-constellation DAM, Berlin, Germany (upcoming)

the Frankfurt constellation Schierke Seinecke, Frankfurt, Germany
2019 the Wrong Biennale NRW Forum, Diisseldorf

Photon | Icon Galerie Falko Alexander, Cologne, Germany

2019 darktaxa-project founded in Diisseldorf
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